lndl:gcnous

/ncflgcnous was built 139 Kenng Blﬂ’ch, one of the shiPwrights
involved with the construction of the 5pirit of South (_arolina. T he
dcsign is based on the New Haven 5]’|arpie, which originatcd in
New England in the mid-nineteenth century. ]r\corPorating features
of clugout canoes and flatiron skiffs used }33 ogstcrmen on Long
|sland Sound, the first sharpies were Probablg long and narrow, with
flat bot’coms, centerboards and raked transoms. With Frcestancling

masts and triangular sPrit~riggecl “ch 1o Mutton” sai]s, sharPies
were were re]ativelg easy to build, highlg maneuverable, and navigablc
in shallow inland waters. | he round stern facilitates hanc”ing of nets
and oyster rakes and made the design Particu]ar]g Popular among
fisherman all along the east coast. Thcg were used as far south as
Famlico Sound near CaPe [Hatteras, North (Carolina in the 1870s
and in [Tlorida in the 1890s

Except for the bottom P!anking) on]g wood from the ACE basin on the SOuth Carolina
coast was used in the construction of /nc/{genous, hence her
name. | he deck and coaming are made from a cypress log
found submergcd in the [~ disto River. Cgprcss is }ﬂglﬁlg
resistant to rot, and steams easilﬁ, a“owing it to be Preciselg
shaped to the desired contours of the deck. The Fowvara
mast stem stcPs and the bungs on the deck came from a

c"\crrg log sa]vagcd from a (Charleston suburb. Chcrrg isa
close grained wood that resists sl—lrinking and ages we”, making it Particular!g suitable for detail and trim.

The Framing, mast stcps, kccl, kcclson and tiller are made from white oak, one of the best structural

woods available for marine work due to its strength and moisture resistance. The white oak used in

/ncfigcnous was cut on a sawmill now owned bg Kcnng. The spars, masts and centerboard box are made



of long leaf Pine, also known as Southcm Yc“ow Finc. Though considered a softwood, long leaf Pine is
strong and durable. The grates arc made from reclaimed antiquc heart Pinc.

Tl—]e thwarts are made from sycamore left over from a table Kenng built. Tl'xe iive cdges” on the thwarts
| area signature feature of Kenng‘s woodworidng and construction Project& Thc side P]ankfng isjuancr.
Each side is formed from onlg two P]anks, with a sing!c seam. Thc rub t‘ai‘s are made of red oa‘c, Though
not a Particular!g good wood for marine work, the rub rails are Painted 50 t}ﬁcg are more resistant to rot, and
~ easilg accessible so theg can be repaired
or replaced if damaged. A” the deck and
mast Fittings are made of live oak. A
sgmbol of strcngtlﬂ and longevitg) the live

oak Produces wood tha’c matches its

rePutation‘ Rouncling out the varietg of
wood in /nc//gcnous are the tiller sha{:t
rosette, made of stained ash, and the centerboard pin, made of black walnut.

T he bottom Planking is three
quarl:cr inch marine Plgwood, a / %
] dePar‘ture from the traditional -
fitted Planking. T his allows
3 /ncfl"gcnous to be transPortccl bg trailer and sailed without waiting for the bottom P]anks to swell
= up and become watertight.

O{: course, not all of /nc//gcnous is wood. TI’]C hinges on the forward hatch are brass, found
: at ajunk store. Most of the other metal Fittings are brass as well. Tlﬂe centerboard and rudder
8 arc quarter inch steel Plate obtained from (Charleston scrap iron. Fina”g) ho]ding all her parts

’cogetl—]cr and Preserving hcr, itis lnopecl, for many years to come, is marine epoxy.
So]idlg clesigned with gracegul lines and built from a Plcasing array of native wood materials,

/nal/gcnous pays tribute to craftsmen from days past, when wind powerwas a chief means of

travel and wor‘cing boats were an important Par’c of our culture.




